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MR. TAMBASCO: Today is October 10, 2001. My 
name is Mike Tambasco, assigned to the World Trade 
Center Task Force, conducting an interview of the 
events of September 11 at the World Trade Center. 
We are interviewing EMT Alan Cooke of Battalion 31 
of the EMS. The starting time for this interview 
is 1737 hours. 

Q. Mr. Cooke, I will just ask you to give me 
your rank and your assignment on that day and feel free 
to go right ahead. 

A. My name is Alan Cooke, EMT D. | was working 
32 Adam Tour 2. Initially what | remember or how it 
started is when | first came into work | saw the smoke 
when I was walking into the station. | really didn't 
pay any mind as to what it may have been. Somebody 
told me a plane crashed into the World Trade Center, so 
| thought it was a small engine plane. When | get to 
the parking lot and | saw the first tower burning. 

Then while | was standing in the parking lot, 
that's when | saw the plane crash into the second 
tower. So my partner and I, Victor Camile, we got our 
equipment together, got the bus checked out and we were 
assigned to 333 Rector Street for an asthmatic. That's 


how we ended up going into Manhattan. 
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Went into Manhattan. We encountered heavy 
traffic, which really delayed our response time getting 
to Rector Street. 

Q. How did you go, over the bridge? 

A. We went over the Brooklyn Bridge, which was 
closed off at that time. We got flagged down by a fire 
Lieutenant so that he could get over the bridge with 
us. We stopped. He got on. We took him over the 
bridge. We dropped him off at the foot of the bridge 
and then went down by Water Street because that's the 
only way | know to get to the west side. We didn't 
know exactly what was going on at that time. 

Like | said it was heavy traffic. | think we 
left on that job about 9:30, had to be. We were 
fighting traffic and by the time we got down there | 
had no idea what time it was. | asked one of the 
officers where Rector Street was. She directed us past 
Rector Street because, you know, she was sending us to 
the staging. | guess by that time that's when they had 
all the injuries from the second. 

We must have made it to as far as maybe 
Cedar. 

Q. Coming up from the south? 


A. Yes, coming from the south, heading north on 
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the West Side Highway. At that time, we stopped and 
that's when | heard the rumble. | a heard a rumble. 
Both of us looked up and we saw a part of the 
building. | saw a part of the building coming down. | 
had thought it was just one piece of the building 
coming down. | didn't in my imagination didn't think 
it was the entire building coming down. And my 
partner, I guess she realized it before | did. She 

told me to drive, kept yelling drive, drive. I just 
yelled back drive where, because | couldn't go 
forward. That's where everything is happening. 
Couldn't go back because of the congestion from the 
crowd. 

So somehow | made a U turn. | don't know 
how. I made the U turn. I drove down the west side 
and | went to go under the overpass. There is a little 
underpass. 

Q. The tunnel underpass that goes around? 

A. Right. | figured if we stopped there we 
would be all right. But then | said well, | don't know 
what's happening. We might get trapped in there. 
Anyway, on the way in that direction going back south, 
| looked in my rearview mirror and that's when you saw 


everything coming down. All you saw were people 
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running. 

| remember this one cop, she stands out in my 
mind. One dark little heavy cop running, but you know 
how you just saw the ball of flame and dirt and 
everything. It just engulfed everybody. So we drove. 
| kept telling my partner we got to go back, because | 
knew there had to be people hurt. 

We got to the beginning of the FDR Drive, by 
the ferry, and | guess because of the way the streets 
channel everything, one of the fire balls or whatever, 
had to have made it as far as the South Street Seaport, 
because what happened at that time, it seemed like an 
explosion was coming from there. | thought an 
explosion was coming from there. That's when everybody 
started running towards us from the Seaport. 

Now we had everybody running us from the 
Seaport and running to us from the west side, so we 
couldn't go either way. That's when all the ash and 
everything started coming. We had a couple of people 
stop us because they were complaining of chest pain. 

Q. At that point you were like what, down by 
where the ferry is? 
A. We were down by the ferry at that time. We 


had a couple of people stop us complaining about chest 
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pain, asthma, couple of pregnant people, mostly about 2 
or 3 couples were throwing their kids at us, they 
wanted to get the kids inside. Nobody could breathe 
and everybody was trying to climb up on to the wall of 
the FDR Drive. 

This guy fell off the wall and hit the back 
of his head, so they were calling me for that, so we 
are trying to treat one woman with chest pain and one 
woman, she was saying her stomach hurt and she is 
pregnant and then | would have to go immobilize the guy 
off the wall, who fell off the wall, and the thing | 
remember most is when it got dark, when everything just 
clouded. 

| knew at that time there weren't supposed to 
be any planes flying, but | heard planes flying and at 
that point | thought | was going to die. | really 
did. | thought what happened was that there was an 
explosion at the World Trade Center. Then | thought 
there was another one at the Seaport. | thought that 
was a secondary and herding everybody towards the 
Brooklyn Bridge, because everybody was asking me where 
should we go, where should we go. | just told them to 
get on the highway and head north or towards Brooklyn. 


Now I'm thinking maybe everybody is heading 


A. COOKE 


towards the bridge and now here comes even another 
plane or a rocket or something to take out the bridge. 
Luckily it didn't happen. We treated as many 

people as we could. Like | said, | immobilized the guy 
who fell off the wall. We got him to Beekman. | have 
no idea what time it was. 

Q. You were able to transport him in your bus? 

A. Yes, we transported about 5 adults and 3 
kids. I don't know how we had them situated, but we 
got everybody to Beekman and as soon as | pulled up to 
Beekman, going the route that | took, is when | noticed 
the other, that's when the second tower collapsed. 
Everything was coming at us as we were trying to get to 
Beekman. 

Q. You were going up, | guess Water Street 
there? 

A. Yes. So we finally made it. We got to 
Beekman and that's when the cloud and everything was 
coming towards Beekman. By the time we got all of our 
patients out we just stopped and helped get everybody 
in that all the ambulances were pulling up. Beekman 
needed somebody with a head injury transported to 
Bellevue, so we transported that gentleman to 


Bellevue. He didn't make it. 
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Q. That wasn't the same patient that you -- 

A. No, it wasn't -- | don't know whatever 
happened to him. We took the head injury to Bellevue. 
We were BBP, so what we did was we went to the old 
Bellevue station, just exchanged equipment and went 
back up to Ground Zero. 

There we encountered a few more people, took 
them back to Beekman, then we went back up to Ground 
Zero. 

Q. Over, where on the west side now when you 
went back? 

A. Yes. It was like just driving you are going 
to find somebody. We went back up and that's basically 
when things were more or less in order. Like | said, | 
had no frame. | had no idea what time it was during 
all this. That's when they set up the triage at the 
terminal, the ferry terminal. 

Q. Down by the Staten Island Ferry? 

A. Right, and they wanted the ambulance staged 
in a certain way. I'm going to say | didn't like where 
they wanted us staged, because it was like an alley, so 
if one vehicle went down you couldn't get the other 
vehicles out, so we staged on the corner. 


During that time we went back up to Ground 
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Zero to see if we could help out there. All you saw 
was, you know, what was left of the vehicles and 
quiet. It was like a snow storm. There was nothing we 
could do at that time. We were released from the 
scene. We came back. Oh, wait, while we were down 
there staging, you ran into a lot of co-workers. 
| mean it was just unbelievable the way we 

all greeted each other like we knew how lucky we was. 

Q. Happy to see each other? 

A. Yes, | didn't -- we went to the front and saw 
like two or three ambulances were completely 
demolished. | ran into one of my co-workers who had 


got out just in time. You know, at the end of the day 


Q. Who was it? 

A. Jackson. Chris Jackson, | think his name 
is. Then | saw | can't remember the people's name, 
Marla, she was there. 

Q. Marla? 

A. Marla, what is her name. | can't think of 
her name. | can't think of her name. She works 32 
Boy. They were covered. She just looked like a big 
snowman. So! mean it was fast moving and slowest 


moving -- slow moving at the same time. 
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We weren't there when the initial impact, but 
we got there right before the first tower collapsed. 
That's about it. We were released from the scene. 
Came in and luckily they allowed us to go home because 
we were so covered with everything, you know, 
fiberglass and whatever else was in there. 

That's about the end of my story. 

Q. Okay. Anything else that you want to add to 
it, any feelings, anything at all? Up to you. 

A. Well, as far as feelings are concerned | 
appreciate the way the whole company handled the 
personnel. | just think a lot of people don't realize 
what we, EMS, went through. I'm quite sure you have 
heard that a lot. You know, fire, we might have a lot 
of people, the Fire Department lost a lot of people, 
Port Authority lost, but, you know, as far as EMS, | 
don't think we were recognized as far as our presence 
on the scene, you know. Besides that, nothing. 

| wasn't too happy with the fact that the 
vehicles were staged around the World Trade Center, 
especially after the second plane hit. 

MR. TAMBASCO: All right Alan, thank you for 

your interview and the information, and | just -- 


we will conclude this interview at 1749 hours. 


